
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING  

 

TOWN OF JUPITER INLET COLONY 

BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE 

TOWN HALL, 50 COLONY ROAD AT 5:00 PM  

DECEMBER 15, 2022 

 
Join by Zoom at:  https://zoom.us/join 

Meeting ID: 585 628 8134 

Passcode: 3787 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Call to Order. 

 

2. Roll Call:  Earl Fischer (Chair), Russell Bourne (Vice Chair), Butch Harper, William 

Gilbane, Karl Weintz.  Planning and Zoning Administrator: Bill Whiteford 

 

3. Motion to approve prior minutes – August 18, 2022 meeting.  

 

4. Public Comments - items not on the agenda (3 minutes). 

 
NEW ITEM:  
 
5. #103 Lighthouse Drive – revised landscape plan to replace zoysia sod with artificial turf in 

rear and side yards.   

 

6. Discussion Item: 

 

a. SolSmart Certification – presentation of  zoning requirements that potentially inhibit 

solar PV systems.  Town is pursuing bronze certification.  More information can be 

found at: https://solsmart.org/.   

 

7. Any Other Matters. 

 

8. Motion to Adjourn.  

 
 

 

 

 
STATE MANDATED STATEMENT 

 
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or Commission with respect to any matter 
considered at such meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he/she 
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. Any person requiring a special accommodation at this meeting because 
of a disability or physical impairment should contact the Town Administrative Office at 50 Colony Road, Jupiter Inlet 
Colony, FL 33469, or by telephone at 561-746-3787, prior to the meeting.   

https://zoom.us/join
https://solsmart.org/


 

STATE MANDATED STATEMENT 

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or Commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, 

he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 

which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

Any person requiring a special accommodation at this meeting because of a disability or physical impairment should contact the Town prior to the meeting. 

Please contact the Town Administration Office, Administration Building, 50 Colony Road, Jupiter Inlet Colony, and FL 33469 - telephone 746-3787. 

TOWN OF JUPITER INLET COLONY 
BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE MEETING 

August 18, 2022 – 5:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
  

1.  Call to Order:  Earl Fischer opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
 

2.  Roll Call: 
 IN ATTENDANCE:  Earl Fischer (Chair), Russell Bourne (Vice Chair), Butch Harper, Planning and Zoning 
 Administrator: Bill Whiteford, Mayor Dr. Daniel Comerford 
 ATTENDING VIA ZOOM:  Vice Mayor Chip Block, Commissioner Marie Rosner, Karl Weintz. 
 ABSENT:  William Gilbane 
 A quorum was called. 

 
3. Motion to approve prior minutes – June 16, 2022 meeting:  Motion to approve minutes made by Russell Bourne, 

Motion 2nd by Butch Harper; Motion carried, 5-0 
 

4. Public Comments - items not on the agenda:   Butch Harper asked about the addition to the Town Hall and 
Mayor Dan Comerford explained that the Town is building an extension to the Town Hall with architectural plans 
provided by Scott Baruch.  The Town will be using funds from the neighborhood rehabilitation fund, not 
taxpayer dollars.  We will add a community meeting room that will accommodate 90-100 people and hold 
community events.  We are not required to specify any setbacks as the Town Hall is designated as a special use 
facility.  Vice Mayor Chip block stated that this will be brought up at a future Commission meeting. 

 

5. Discussion Items: 

a. Nuisance Lighting Ordinance:  Bill Whiteford stated that the ordinance Bill Doney produced was generally a fill in 
the blank.   Mayor Dan Comerford stated that the Town purchased a light meter, went out with Tequesta Code 
Enforcement to test lighting in the town, there is a way to enforce an ordinance.  What would the Town be 
comfortable with enforcing? 

 

Earl Fischer stated that the only light that registered on the meter was the lighting in the park, not the homes, 
and spoke with Mike Armato about eliminating the soffit lighting during construction.  Discussion on different 
types of lighting, lighting on timers.  Russell Bourne stated that they went to three residences, the one more 
illuminated, and it had 2nd story soffit lighting that had mild measurements of 2.6, 1.8  and 2.2.  Bill Whiteford 
stated that soffit lighting can take on many different forms of lighting or lighting effects., set to music, different 
colored lights.  Earl Fischer stated that they can either tone down the light or set a timer for soffit lighting.  Karl 
Weintz read the ordinance from Palm Beach which states that it can’t be more than 2ft candles.  Discussion on 
Foot candles and lumens and the ExTech Light Meter and the Palm Beach ordinance.   Russell Bourne stated that 
he would like to identify whether these are lumens or foot candles.  Discussion on where the lighting is 
measured, for example:  property line, and 4 ft. from lighting source, etc.   

 



 

STATE MANDATED STATEMENT 

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or Commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, 

he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 

which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

Any person requiring a special accommodation at this meeting because of a disability or physical impairment should contact the Town prior to the meeting. 

Please contact the Town Administration Office, Administration Building, 50 Colony Road, Jupiter Inlet Colony, and FL 33469 - telephone 746-3787. 

Russell Bourne state that we will need to go to the park and the residences and measure the light again, and the 
base the ordinance on a set measurement that can be enforced. 

 

Further discussion on how to form the statute.  Butch Harper stated that we should use caution about setting a 
standard, how do we write a quantifiable measurement?  Maybe have more flexibility on a house-by-house 
basis.   Vice Mayor Chip Block stated that he has received only two complaints, one complaint about a house and 
the complaint about the park, doesn’t see this as a big problem.  Bill Whiteford stated that we haven’t had an 
ordinance for 60 years, it is a good idea to have something on the books, just in case we have a worse offender, 
where a phone call doesn’t take care of the problem, we have an ordinance that can be enforced.   Russell 
Bourne stated that if we’re going to define the problem that is how we can create an ordinance.  Karl Weintz 
stated that he was in favor of less requirements, but inquired about the homes along the beach, which must 
provide specs for ERM -Environmental Resource Management and FWC -Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission?   Bill Whiteford stated the County enforces the ordinances for lighting on the beach. 

 

Bill Whiteford shared the comments from Bill Doney’s memo on Outdoor Lighting. 

 

Earl Fischer stated that we need to go back out and measure.   Russell Bourne stated that we need to measure 
9.5 in from the property line.  Commissioner Marie Rosner stated that the biggest problem is the flood lights. 
Mayor Dan Comerford stated that the Town  will put shields on the lights in the park. 

 

Russell Bourne made the Motion to table discussion so that we can measure again, Motion 2nd by Butch Harper, 
Motion carried 5-0. 

 

b. Construction Screening: 
 
Bill Whiteford stated that construction screening has been enforced by most contractors willingly, but some 
sites the screens were not up.   Reviewed the proposed ordinance from Bill Doney. 

 
Earl Fisher stated that many lots on the ocean and intracoastal have screening, but there are some lots that it 
would be difficult to build on site with a fence, example:  198 Shelter.  Take it on a case-by-case basis.   
Discussion on fence or no fence. 
 
Vice Mayor Chip Block stated that we do have a fencing ordinance regarding dust, etc.  But we have 1-2 builders 
that are not being careful and would prefer to have a substantial fence from the point of demolition to 
landscaping. 
 
Commissioner Rosner concurred with Earl Fisher regarding lot size, they don’t have the frontage or depth.   We 
could focus on the builders to ensure that they keep the construction site clean every day.   Dust barrier, site 
MUST be clean and take it on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Bill Whiteford stated that the current thresholds for lots 8,500 sq. ft. and below, use language as is, focus on the 
builders to ensure that they keep the construction site clean every day, have a dust barrier, site MUST be clean 
and take it on a case-by-case basis.  Home sites with 11,000 sq. ft. and above, adopt construction fence language 
and ordinance. 



 

STATE MANDATED STATEMENT 

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or Commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, 

he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 

which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

Any person requiring a special accommodation at this meeting because of a disability or physical impairment should contact the Town prior to the meeting. 

Please contact the Town Administration Office, Administration Building, 50 Colony Road, Jupiter Inlet Colony, and FL 33469 - telephone 746-3787. 

 
Karl Weintz stated that he would be in favor of an ordinance, with the language of 8,500 ft. and below and case 
by case basis. 
 
Bill Whiteford stated that perhaps fences could be installed differently, not just with a gate, but a fully 
contractable fence, in panels.  Will modify language and present at next meeting. 

 
6. Any Other Matters:  None. 

 
7. Motion to Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn made by Butch Harper, Motion 2nd by Russell Bourne, Motion carried 5-0, 

and the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
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BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING  

 

Date & Time:  Thursday, December 15, 2022 at 05:00 PM Eastern Time 

Location:  Town Hall, 50 Colony Road, Jupiter Inlet Colony, FL 

 

 

TOPIC:  The Building and Zoning Committee of the Town of Jupiter Inlet Colony 

will conduct a public meeting at the time and place indicated above to consider 

the following:  

 

LOCATION:  103 Lighthouse Drive 

 

REQUEST:  Revised landscape plan to replace zoysia sod with artificial turf in 

rear and side yards.  Plans are available for review in Town Hall.   

 

All interested parties are encouraged to participate in the meeting and be heard 

concerning this matter.  A copy of the proposed plans may be inspected before 

the meeting by contacting the Town Administrative Office at (561) 746-3787. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If a person decides to appeal the decision of Building and Zoning Committee with respect to any matter considered at the 
public hearing or meeting herein referred, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.  The Town of Jupiter Inlet Colony does not 
prepare or provide such a record.  The above item may be postponed or withdrawn without prior notice.  Pursuant to the 
provision of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in the meeting 
because of a disability or physical impairment should contact the Town Administration Officer at 561-746-3787 at least three 
(3) calendar days prior to the meeting. 
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LOCATION 
 

 
Source: Google Earth, 2022 

 
Zoning Code  
Sec. 4-7. - Landscaping and landscape plans; artificial turf. 
(b) Artificial turf: 
(1) The use and location of artificial turf shall be limited to the following: 

a.  Driveways, per subsection 10(J)(4) of Appendix A, Zoning Code; 
b.  On residential lots in the rear yard and side yard areas only, behind the front façade of the 

adjacent home or structure; or 
c. As part of a municipal-owned recreation or amenity area. 

(4) With the exception of those circumstances in which artificial turf is installed pursuant to subsection 
(1)(a) above, artificial turf shall not be: 

a.  A part of any front yard, measured from the front property line to the front façades of the 
adjacent home or structure; 

b.  Visible from a road or street, if necessary, artificial turf in a side or rear yard shall be screened 
from view by a gate, wall, fence, hedge, or combination; 

c.  Installed within permanent drainage features or the coastal construction control line (e.g. 
retention areas, swales). 

 
 
 



 
 

 Manufacturer Specifications 

Specifications Provide Minimum Allowable Requirements1 

Product Properties 

Property Unit Description 
Standard Color -- Green life-like grass colors 

Fiber Type -- 100% polyethylene or 100% nylon 

Fiber Mass -- 
TXT thatch, Wave 3D Monofilament, 
green/tan thatch, or equivalent  

Tufted Pile Height 

1½ to 3 inches, unless 
recreation or pet turf, which 
shall have a minimum of 1 

1/8 inches 

Finished pile height 

Tufting Gauge ¼ inch to ½ inch ATSM D418 

Tufted Face Weight 60 - 120 oz/yd2 ATSM D418 

Primary Backing 7 oz/yd2 
Stabilized dual layered or multi-
layered woven polypropylene 

Secondary Backing 20 oz/yd2 Urethane 

Total Weight 87 - 147 oz/yd2 ATSM D418 

Warranty 15 years Manufacturer’s warranty 

Performance Properties 

Property Minimum Description 

Permeability 
15 inches of water  
per hour per sq ft 

Water permeability rate 

Installation Requirements - per Manufacturers Specifications2   

Property Minimum Description 

Infill 2 - 4 lbs per sq ft 
Sand/silica, Zeolit, Walnut Shell, 
Coconut iCoir, or any combination 

Aggregate Base 
 2½ inches of ¼ inch 

aggregate 
Leveling layer per local 
requirements 

Geotextile Optional fabric layer Per manufacturers specifications 

Natural Subgrade Compacted Per local requirements  

Grading and Drainage  

Grading and drainage plan 
prepared by a licensed 

engineer for areas in excess 
of 500 sf 

Subject to approval by the Town 
Engineer 

1  The manufacturers specifications in the table are the minimum allowable requirements for artificial turf in the 
town. The minimum requirements allow a range in the specifications to provide a variety of selections based on 
the application of the material.  

2  All grading, drainage, storm-water management, aggregate base, and subgrade requirements are per local 
requirements. Subgrade design and engineering requirements are separate and apart from the manufacturers 
specifications, which are for the turf components only.  

 
Full code section can be found here: 
https://library.municode.com/fl/jupiter_inlet_colony/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH4BUBURE_ARTIINGE_S4-7LALAPLARTU 

https://library.municode.com/fl/jupiter_inlet_colony/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=COOR_CH4BUBURE_ARTIINGE_S4-7LALAPLARTU
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PP4400 11104

312119Lab Report

446 S Dixie Hwy Pompano 
Beach, Fl 33060

Turf Yarn

Sample Information

9122 
Durafield

NOTE: RCRA Metals Digested by Method 3052

Orlando BuitragoAttention:
366-5244

1 /9 /2019

1 /21/2019
None Given

Date Received

Date Requested
Date Sampled

Fax

Phone (954)

PO#

Rush Status Normal

Extension

Wastewater, Surface Water, Ground Water, Drinking
Water, Solids, Hazardous Waste, Soils, Sediments,
and Sludges.

Scope of Accreditation:

eMail:

State of Tennessee (ID #02034)

Alabama Dept. of
Environmental Management (ID
#40780)

orlando@durafield.com

AnalystLab Report: 312119 Result LCL Method Date TimeSDL

EPA 6010Arsenic (As) 1/15/2019 16:32 ZPTmg/Kg0.25< 0.25
RCRA Metals

0.25
EPA 6010Barium (Ba) 1/15/2019 16:32 ZPTmg/Kg0.25< 0.25 0.25
EPA 6010Cadmium (Cd) 1/15/2019 16:32 ZPTmg/Kg0.25< 0.25 0.25
EPA 6010Chromium (Cr) 1/15/2019 16:32 ZPTmg/Kg0.25< 0.25 0.25
EPA 6010Lead (Pb) 1/15/2019 16:32 ZPTmg/Kg0.25< 0.25 0.25
EPA 6010Selenium (Se) 1/15/2019 16:32 ZPTmg/Kg0.25< 0.25 0.25
EPA 6010Silver (Ag) 1/15/2019 16:32 ZPTmg/Kg0.25< 0.25 0.25

EPA 6010BSilver (Ag) 1/14/2019 12:14 ZPTmg/L0.01< 0.01
SPLP Metals

0.01
EPA 6010BArsenic (As) 1/14/2019 12:14 ZPTmg/L0.01< 0.01 0.01
EPA 6010BBarium (Ba) 1/14/2019 12:14 ZPTmg/L0.01< 0.01 0.01
EPA 6010BCadmium (Cd) 1/14/2019 12:14 ZPTmg/L0.01< 0.01 0.01
EPA 6010BChromium (Cr) 1/14/2019 12:14 ZPTmg/L0.01< 0.01 0.01
EPA 6010BLead (Pb) 1/14/2019 12:14 ZPTmg/L0.01< 0.01 0.01
EPA 6010BSelenium (Se) 1/14/2019 12:14 ZPTmg/L0.01< 0.01 0.01
EPA 6010BZinc (Zn) 1/14/2019 12:14 ZPTmg/L0.01< 0.01 0.01

EPA 7471 BMercury (Hg) 1/10/2019 8:00 RLTmg/Kg0.1< 0.1
RCRA Mercury (Hg)

0.1

EPA 7470 ASPLP Mercury 1/11/2019 8:00 RLTmg/L0.002< 0.0002 0.002

QA/QC Procedures required by the Method(s) were followed unless otherwise noted. Performance and acceptance standards for required QA/QC procedures were achieved
unless otherwise noted. No significant modifications have been made to the Method(s). I attest that, based upon my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for
reviewing the information, the material contained in this report is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, accurate and complete.

These results relate only to the items tested. This report shall not be reproduced except in full and with permission of this laboratory. The laboratory retains sole ownership of
data until full reimbursement has been made.

Report approved by:

Lowest Calibration Level [LCL] - reporting limit; Sample Detection Level [SDL] - Sample Specific

Page 1 of 1Thursday, January 17, 2019
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ground cover
(taper to height of thatch)

#3 - 6"  
galvanized nail

(optional) fines / 1/4 minus  
1"-2" 95% compaction

turf blade

turf thatch

sub-base

geo textile
(optional)

1 1/2” to dust  
3"- 4" depth
(crusher run)  

95% compaction

sand infill 2- 4 lbs. 
(optional) HydroChill®

(optional)  
1- 2 lbs. envirofill  

colored sand

LandsCape
without Nailer Board



  

ZONING REVIEW 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

Potential barriers in current code language
 

Section(s) Element Reviewer Comments 
Example(s) from other 
codes 

Priority level 

 Ex. 
Setbacks, 
Height 
Restrictions, 
Definition, 
etc. 

   

     

     
 

 

Potential gaps in current code language
 

Element Reviewer Comments Example(s) from other codes Priority level 

Ex. Setbacks, 
Height 
Restrictions, 
Definition, etc. 

   

    

 

Additional notes
 

 
 
 
 

 

PZD-1a: Review zoning requirements and identify restrictions that intentionally or unintentionally 
prohibit solar PV development. Compile findings in a memo. (Required) 

To assist your community, the national solar experts at SolSmart have conducted a review of your 
community’s zoning code to assess possible barriers (i.e. height restrictions, set-back requirements, etc.) 
and gaps related to solar PV development. Below, please find the outcome of their review. By reading the 
narrative, reviewing the example code language provided, and signing the statement at the bottom of the 
page, your community will satisfy PZD-1a and be one step closer to achieving SolSmart designation. 

 

I, 

have received the zoning review and read its findings. 

 
[Name] 

 
[Title] 

 
[State] 

, as of  
[Community] 

, 

Signature ____________________________________________ Date _________________________ 

, 
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Solar Photovoltaic (PV) System Permit Checklist 
 
The checklist below contains the minimum information and project plan details when applying for a 

permit to install a residential solar photovoltaic (PV) system in the Town of Jupiter Inlet Colony, FL.  The 

intent of the checklist is to provide transparent and well-defined information to minimize the number of 

required revisions, improve permit application quality, and accelerate the application and review 

process.  

 

Design Criteria and Contractor Requirements 

The design criteria for a residential photovoltaic (PV) system are contained in the Florida Building Code 

and applicable appendices, found here:  

• https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/FLEC2020P1/appendix-rb-solar-ready-provisions-detached-one-

and-two-family-dwellings-multiple-single-family-dwellings-townhouses- 

All PV systems must be designed by a licensed professional and installed by licensed contractors 

registered with the Town at Town Hall.   

 

Required Permits 

A building permit must be obtained prior to the start of any related work.  The permit application form 

can be found here:  

• http://nebula.wsimg.com/0d011acfbdc4bb26f315db0433f3535b?AccessKeyId=756BF854A1E160B2

C795&disposition=0&alloworigin=1 

Complete the following portions of the permit application form for a residential solar PV system and 

submit any additional required documents with the permit application:  

 Building Permit 

 Electric Permit or Sub-permit 

 

Required Documents 

 Electric Diagram 

• Electrical diagram/worksheets: show PV system configuration, wiring system, overcurrent 

protection, inverter, disconnects, required signs, and AC connection to residence. 

 Specification sheets and installation manuals  

• Provide spec sheets and manuals for all manufactured components such as PV modules, 

inverter(s), combiner box, disconnects, and mounting system 

 Location 

• Show the location of all major components on a survey or site drawing. The drawing should 

represent the exact location of all major components and meet all required setbacks and 

separations, including IRC fire setback requirements. 

 

mailto:randazzoi@jupiterinletcolony.org
http://www.jupiterinletcolony.org/
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/FLEC2020P1/appendix-rb-solar-ready-provisions-detached-one-and-two-family-dwellings-multiple-single-family-dwellings-townhouses-
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/FLEC2020P1/appendix-rb-solar-ready-provisions-detached-one-and-two-family-dwellings-multiple-single-family-dwellings-townhouses-
http://nebula.wsimg.com/0d011acfbdc4bb26f315db0433f3535b?AccessKeyId=756BF854A1E160B2C795&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/0d011acfbdc4bb26f315db0433f3535b?AccessKeyId=756BF854A1E160B2C795&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFC2018/CHAPTER-12-ENERGY-SYSTEMS
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Submit Permit Application 

All permit applications should be submitted on-line at the Town’s website submittal portal at My 

Government Online: https://www.mypermitnow.org/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f. Contact the Town Clerk 

if you have any difficultly submitting an application on-line or uploading documents to the portal.   

 

Permit Fee 

The permit fee for a residential solar photovoltaic (PV) system is in accordance with the Town’s fee 

schedule.  The maximum permit fee is $500.00 

 

Review Process Timeline 

The Building Department is committed to providing a timely review of residential solar PV permit 

applications. Best efforts are made to review complete the review within 2-3 days. Circumstances may 

prolong the review time, such as: 

• Incomplete electric plans  

• Spec sheets or site drawing not provided 

• Contractor applying for permit is not a licensed contractor or registered with the Town 

 

Permit Status 

To check your permit status at any time, visit My Government Online at:  

https://www.mypermitnow.org/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f and enter your address or permit number.   

 

Permit Expiration 

All permits expire six (6) months after date of issuance. Failure to start the work authorized by a permit 

within this six-month period renders the permit invalid and a new permit must be obtained. Once work 

begins, noticeable progress must continue until completion. All work must be complete within eighteen 

(18) months of a permit issue date. 

 

Scheduling an Inspection and the Inspection Process 

Contact the Town Clerk by email to schedule an inspection at: randazzoi@ jupiterinletcolony.org.  

Typically, inspections are completed within 2-3 days.  Your contractor is not required to be present for 

the inspection; however, unimpeded access to the site and the posted copy of the permit application is 

required.  A residential solar PV system requires a minimum of two inspections (rough and final).   

 

Contact Information 

If you have any questions, contact the Town Clerk at (561) 746-3787 or by email at randazzoi@ 

jupiterinletcolony.org during regular office hours (M-F, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm).   
 

Solar Permit Checklist Ver.1, updated 10/28/2022 
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SOLAR RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT LOCAL PLANNING 
H A N D B O O K

SOLAR RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENT

The Metropolitan Land Planning Act requires that the Comprehensive Plan shall contain “an element for the protection 
and development of access to direct sunlight for solar energy systems.” 
  
To ensure success in incorporating the solar resource development requirement within the comprehensive plan, it is 
important to highlight a generalized comprehensive planning flow chart, for reference:

To satisfy the solar resource development requirement within statute, your community should include a policy or 
policies relating to the development of access to direct sunlight for solar energy systems within the comprehensive 
plan. Your community should also include any strategies needed to implement the policy or policies. 

In order to formulate your community’s policies and strategies, you can begin by setting solar visions or goals 
within the comprehensive plan. Please see examples below of solar goals and visions, solar policies, and solar 
implementation strategies:

Solar Goals by Community Type
1. Urban Goal – Balance between the benefits of urban forests and the benefits of enabling solar development.
2. Urban Goal – Create local community solar garden opportunities for residents and businesses who have limited on-

site solar resources or do not own land or buildings.  
3. Urban Goal – Redevelopment projects will evaluate on-site solar resources and incorporate solar development into designs.
4. Suburban Goal – Encourage residential solar development that maintains community character.
5. Suburban Goal – Increase energy resilience of critical facilities such as police, fire, and emergency and hazard 

response centers.  
6. Suburban Goal – Fairly balance the development rights of land owners with solar resource with the community 

character rights of adjacent landowners.
7. Suburban Goal – Protect access to solar resources in new developments and subdivisions, enabling individual land 

owners to choose to self-generate energy. 
8. Agricultural Goal – Encourage solar garden or farm development on marginal farmland rather than prime agricultural soils.
9. Rural Goal – Enable solar garden development that enhances the community’s and landowners’ ability to limit non-

rural housing or commercial development. 

Solar Goals by Plan Element
1. Economic Goal – Increase use of local energy resources to capture job creation opportunities and diversify local 

economic base.  
2. Housing Goal – By 2030, all new housing has solar generation or is built to “solar-ready” standards.  
3. Land Use Goal – Encourage solar garden development on closed landfills and brownfields.
4. Resilience Goal – Encourage investment in electric grid infrastructure and solar development that makes electric 

service more reliable and resilient to weather-related disruptions. 

Continue to next page 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=473.859#stat.473.859.2
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LOCAL PLANNING 
H A N D B O O K

Solar Policies - Distributed (Accessory) Solar Development
1. City encourages development of distributed solar energy systems that are in keeping with the community’s character 

and use community solar resources.
2. City supports the development of zero net energy buildings and use of local renewable and energy efficiency resources.
3. City sets a local renewable energy standard to meet 10% of community-wide electric energy use with on-site 

renewable energy.

Solar Policies - Solar Farm/Garden (Principal) Solar Development
1. City encourages development of community solar gardens on lands outside the MUSA that retain community 

character and capture co-benefits such as creation of pollinator habitat.
2. City will develop solar resources on its closed landfill sites and buffer lands around industrial uses.
3. County supports the use of local solar resources, but discourages utility scale solar development that diminishes 

preferred agricultural use of prime soils or conflicts with rural residential priorities.

Solar Strategies - Solar Farm/Garden (Principal) Solar Development
1. Adopt solar zoning and permitting best practices for accessory use solar development.  
2. Become certified as a “solar-ready” community under the Department of Energy’s SolSmart program.
3. Participate in a community solar garden project for a set amount (i.e., 30%) of public facilities’ electric energy use.
4. Sponsor a community solar garden on a public building or land, for the benefit of city residents and non-profit institutions.  
5. Enable and promote PACE financing for local energy efficiency and solar energy projects on private buildings.

MEETING THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

• Please refer to the Energy Infrastructure and Resources Minimum Requirements in the Resilience plan element 
section of the Local Planning Handbook to learn more about the solar protection and development minimum 
requirements and how to get more out of your 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update.  

• Access your Community Page to find solar maps and calculations.

Please contact your Sector Rep if you have any questions.
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